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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 2911 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ET, SOPN 

SUBJ: WESTERN PRESS IN ETHIOPIA 

REF: A. ADDIS ABABA 2668 (NOTAL), B. ADDIS ABABA 2522 (NOTAL), 

C. ADDIS ABABA 2754 

1 . SINCE APRIL 25 EXPULSION OF RESIDENT WESTERN PRESS 
CORRESPONDENTS (WASHPOST, REUTERS, AND AFP), OTHER WESTERN 
JOURNALISTS INCLUDING NYTIMES, BALTIMORE SUN, TIME MAG., AP, UPI, 

AND LONDON DAILY EXPRESS, HAVE ENJOYED SURPRISINGLY FREE ACCESS 
TO ETHIOPIA. HOWEVER, MAY 6 MININFO AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE ISSUED 
CONDEMNATION OF "SOME SECTIONS OF WESTERN MASS MEDIAZ FOR "DIS- 
TORTING AND EXAGGERATING OUT OF ALL PROPORTION EVENTS TAKING 
PLACE IN ETHIOPIA". PUBLIC SECURITY ADMINISTRATION EXPELLED 
LONDON DAILY EXPRESS CORRESPONDENT, PETER MASON, SAME DAY FOR 
"DESPATCHING FALSE NEWS DETRIMENTAL TO SECURITY OF 
COUNTRY". CONDEMNATION AND EXPULSION RELATED TO 

WESTERN MEDIA REPORTS OF APRIL 29-30 KILLINGS OF 
ANTI-GOVT, STUDENT-AGE DEMONSTRATORS (REFTEL C). 
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NO ACTION TAKEN AGAINST MICHAEL PARKS OF BALTIMORE 
SUN AND NAIROBI-BASED AP AND UPI CORRESPONDENTS, 

WHO FEARED EXPULSION FOR BREAKING SAME STORY, AND 
WHO LEFT ADDIS SAME DAY MASON EXPELLED. 

2. RECENT UNFAVORABLE COVERAGE BY WESTERN MEDIA AND 
STRONG EPMG REACTION TO IT RAISE DISTINCT POSSIBILITY 
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THAT EPMG MAY CONSIDER BARRING ENTRY TO ALL WESTERN 
MEDIA IN FUTURE. AS IN PAST, HOWEVER, THERE PROBABLY 
INTERNAL DISAGREEMENT AMONG MININFO, POLITBURO AND 
PMAC ABOUT POLICY TOWARD WESTERN MEDIA. EMBASSY 
ADDIS WOULD APPRECIATE ADDRESSEES ADVISING WESTERN 
CORRESPONDENTS OF CURRENT SITUATION HERE AND TO 
CAUTION THEM ABOUT DANGERS INHERENT IN FILING UN- 
FAVORABLE STORIES WHILE STILL IN COUNTRY. ONLY LEE 
GRIGGS OF TIME PRESENTLY IN ETHIOPIA, BUT WE 
UNDERSTAND NAIROBI-BASED NYTIMES CORRESPONDENT 
JOHN DARNTON MAY BE PLANNING VISIT ADDIS THIS WEEK. 

MALIN 
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